





«

\

Russia: above, the exterior of St Catherine’s Palace; below, an interior. St Petersburg. Facing page, top: Tallin, Estonia, Cathedral on the Hill. Centre, Warnemunde, Ger-

many. Bottom, Brugge, Belgian mini Venice in rather less wonderful weather.
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their market snapping the sights.
When we returned we found our
tour bus was a refurbished London
Routemaster! Since we were the first
to buy tickets we had prime position
at the front upstairs, and many good
shots were taken throughout the city,
while the guide gave a never ending
commentary with lots of photo stops.

The evening sunsets in the Baltic
were outstanding as we headed to
St Petersburg in Russia. We were
there for two days, with essential
organised tours on each day. First
was a tour of the city, with obligatory
continuous propaganda commentary,
but included several good stops for
photographs, including the Hermitage
square. The second day was to
St Catherine’s Palace which was
photographically amazing and made
particularly special by our guide with
his amusing anecdotes and off the
wall observations of life as a Russian.

Another day, another country,
and this time Estonia and the utterly
charming town of Tallin. After the
usual bus ride into the town we
strolled into, and photographed
the old town with its markets and
cobbled streets, climbing high
to the castle and church with
fabulous views of the town.

The former East Germany was
next, and Warnemunde proved to
be the jewel in the crown for us —a
beautiful little fishing port with
friendly people who were fascinated
by our ship, and the views and photo
opportunities from the top of the old
lighthouse were spectacular. When
we departed we were escorted by a
flotilla of craft, which brought all
the passengers to their balconies
waving and cheering. We were
so moved I brought out the little
Sony compact to shoot a video.

After our final full day at sea,
during which I was able to capture
a German barque in full sail, hand
held with the Minolta 300 f4 before
it disappeared over the horizon, we
docked at Zebrugge for our final
stop. A tour of the Venice-like canals
throughout Bruges completed 1,507
images taken throughout the holiday.

My Alpha 700 performed fault-
lessly throughout and I didn’t need
my backup Alpha 100. The Baltic
was our first cruise but it will not be
our last, and from a photographic
perspective it was full of wonder-
ful opportunities. If you have ever
thought about taking your camera
on a cruise — do it, you'll love it.
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